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Doom Fatigue 


No one in their right mind Is going to miss this terrible, horrible, no good, 
very bad year, but hey, at least the orange clouds (and hair) are gone. en 
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Personal Injury Elder Abuse 


THANK YOU 


SF WEEKLY READERS 
FOR RECOGNIZING 
CHRIS DOLAN 

BEST INJURY LAWYER 


IN SAN FRANCISCO 
FOR SIX YEARS IN A ROW! 


And by the way, others agree with you. 
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DOOM FATIGUE 


We spent most of the year on Zoom. 
It was trying, but that isn't even 
close to the half of it. 

BY BENJAMIN SCHNEIDER 
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COVID CLOSURES 
The restaurants we lost to COVID-19. 


BY PETER-ASTRID KANE 
PAGES 


THEYEARINWEED 
Despite the fact that 2020 mostly 
went up in smoke, legal cannabis 
had a decent year. 

BYZACKRUSKIN 
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¢ Our Fibrex® composite 
material is so strong we’re 
able to build thinner 
frames with a greater glass area that allows 

more natural light into your home 





¢ We eliminate the middleman and 
manage your entire project—from 
selling and building the windows 
to the installation and warranty. 
And know that we’ve adjusted 
our operations to serve you in the 
safest way possible 
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Relationship 
issues? 


Receive therapy via your 


smartphone, tablet or computer. 


Convenient & Private. 
HIPAA compliant. 
Affordable—starting at *45. 


Available to anyone in California. 
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| Looking Back ona Heavy Year 


LONG DECEMBER and there’s reason to believe maybe this year will be 
A better than the last... 

While artists like The Grateful Dead, Carlos Santana, Metallica, and 
Green Day tend to hog the spotlight in conversations about great music 
from San Francisco, I'd like to use my platform to advocate for one of the 
best bands ever to emerge from the Bay Area — one that had nothing to do 
with the Summer of Love, thrash metal, third wave ska, or pop punk. 

I’m talking, naturally, about The Counting Crows. 

There was a time in the early 90s when you couldn't go long without 
hearing Adam Duritz and Co. on Live 105 or KFOG. 

“A Long December,” was the second single on The Counting Crow’s sec- 
ond full-length, Recovering the Satellites, and it’s a song I turn to this time 
of year, when I’m feeling sentimental... or shaking off a big night. 

With its mentions of “the canyon” and “Hollywood” it would seem the 
lyrics were penned while The Crows’ inexorable decampment to Southern 
California was already in motion. But it’s important to remember that 
songs like these often have a long gestation period. Its quite possible that 
the genesis of “A Long December” can be traced back to The New Amster- 
dam — the North Beach dive mentioned in “Mr. Jones,” which is now 
known as The International Sports Bar. 

Furthermore, upon re-listening to the track just now, I was caught 
off guard by Duritz’s mention of “the smell of hospitals in winter.” It 
punched me right in the feels, and I haven’t had a drink for several days, 
so I can’t blame it on a hangover. 

In this week’s issue we take a look back on 2020, which was a rough 
year by any yardstick. First, the Niners fumbled the fourth quarter of 
Super Bowl LIV... then a deadly virus swept across the globe, exposing 
a series of existential quandaries — from ballooning inequality and the 
economic insecurity it exacerbates, to systemic racism and the violent 
and nationalistic populism it serves. 

Staff Writer Benjamin Schneider walks us through some of the most 
important chapters of this year (see page 11), while former SF Weekly Ed- 
itor Peter-Astrid Kane gives us a remembrance of all the restaurants we 
lost to COVID-19 (page 5). 

Of course, this year wasn’t without its silver linings, even if they 
were clinging to the edges of orange clouds. It couldn’t be confirmed by 
press time, but it appears that the International is still hanging on, nine 
months into the pandemic. Here’s to hoping that by this time next year it 
is back in full swing, serving cheap domestics to starving artists and their 
yellow-haired muses. 





— Nick Veronin, Editor 
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AN ODE TO CORNER STORES 


MUM hhh hb 


I love this article 
highlighting the 
great ol Comer 
stores and their 
proprietors. They’re 
thelifeblood in this City. 
#nocar #SF #needwinenow 


— @lil_ball_o_fire 


Iam still so sad the liquor 
store on Buchanan and Sac- 
ramento closed. The staff was 
so kind and generous, 
once CPMC closed 
the pacific campus to 
retrofit all business 
went down. Felt like losing a 
15 year friend! 





BEST OF SAN FRANCISCO 
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Thank you San Francisco for 
voting us SF Weekly’s Best SF 
Vintage Shop 2020! 
It is an honor to get 
your vote and we 
look forward to pro- 
viding you with the 
finest in men’s and women’s 
vintage fashion. 





— @decadesofashion 


USPS DATA: 90K OUT OF SF 


YL eclccecccecledcdddededddddedddddedda 
Enjoy the break between tech 
booms. In 2030, SF will be the 
sex robot capital of 
the world. 


— Carisa Bielecki 





— Brian P Smith 
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The newspaper group is once again locally owned and operated. 


BY SF WEEKLY STAFF 


N A MAJOR expansion of its regional publishing business, Clint Reil- 
ly Communications — publisher of the Nob Hill Gazette and Gentry 

Magazine — today announced the acquisition of the SF Weekly's parent 
company, the San Francisco Media Co., and its affiliated publications, in- 
cluding the San Francisco Examiner. 

The sale means SF Media Co., currently a part of the Canadian media 
group Black Press LTD, will once again be locally owned as of Jan. 1. 

San Francisco's only alternative weekly and the 155-year-old Examiner 
join the Reilly family portfolio after nine years under the ownership of 
Black Press. The sale includes SF Media Co.s intellectual property, as well 
as its commercial printing facility on Evans Avenue. 

“We have provided stewardship of one of the iconic newspaper brands 
in the U.S. for the past nine years and are extremely proud of the quality 
of journalism and the role the newspaper plays in the community,’ said 
Rick O’Connor, president and CEO of Black Press.” 

Clint Reilly, the chairman and president of Clint Reilly Communica- 
tions, emphasized his excitement at the opportunity to take the reins of 
San Francisco Media Co. and it’s beloved brands. 

“My father grew up in the Mission District selling newspapers on the 
corner in the 1930s and newspapers have always been an integral part of 
my life,” Reilly said. “The pandemic has brought an avalanche of challeng- 
es to the region, and we look forward to The San Francisco Examiner and 
SF Weekly being positive forces in the community as we rebuild.” 

SF Media Co. Publisher Jay Curran said the sale was good news. 

“Being locally owned is an advantage to our company as it opens doors 
to more advertising opportunities, community engagement with our 
newspapers and synergies with other local publications,” Curran said. 

Reilly’s acquisition of the SF Media Co. comes less than four months 
after he added Gentry magazine to his company’s portfolio, alongside the 
43-year-old Nob Hill Gazette, which he has owned since 2016. 

Reilly's company also owns properties including the landmark Mer- 
chants Exchange Building, the Julia Morgan Ballroom, the Merchants 
Exchange Club, and Credo Restaurant. 





HE OLIVE GARDEN, that 
perennial butt of Onion jokes, 
closed its lone San Francisco 
location last week, in the 
Stonestown Mall. Perhaps second 
only to Applebee’s in terms of ap- 
proachability, the chain had built its 
reputation on an unrivaled ability to 
gratify, and the realization that we 
now live in an Olive Desert should 
indicate that something is very 
wrong with the state of restaurants. 

News of hospitaliano’s demise 
arrived as Californians reckoned 
with the grotesque inequality in the 
distribution of PPP loans and other 
aid to restaurants. Businesses with 
hundreds of employees and political 
connections hoovered up all the 
state assistance while mom-and-pop 
joints quietly languished. 

Indeed, for all the ways that 2020 
has been brutal, the wreckage of 
the Bay Area’s dining scene ranks 
among the most visible. Even before 
COVID-19, closures were rampant 
— Brown Sugar Kitchen, La Folie, 
MarketBar, Katz’s Bagels, Ayala, 
Barcino, Gold Dust Lounge, and Am- 
nesia all called it quits pre-COVID. 
Ever-shifting public-health guide- 
lines, the baffling failure to enact 
rent relief, and the fact that nobody 
has any money to spend anymore 
have wrought devastation across all 
categories for nine months. 

The first direct casualty of the 
pandemic may well have been 
Locanda, Annie and Craig Stoll’s 
Roman osteria on Valencia Street. 
Elsewhere in the Mission, Anthony 
Strong saw what was coming and 
quickly retooled Prairie from an in- 
ventive Italian restaurant into a dry- 
goods purveyor called Prairie Gen- 
eral Store — but even that wasn’t 
enough, and it closed for good over 
the summer. Similarly, French bistro 
Nico pivoted to “Gap Year at Nico” 
under the tutelage of The Morris’ 
Paul Einbund, but that, too, is gone. 

Then venerable institutions 
started vanishing left and right. 
After 42 years in the Richmond, Ton 
Kiang’s kitchen no longer puts out 
har gow and other Hakka-style dim 
sum treats. The 150-year-old Cliff 
House — which has burned down 
twice before — closed after a pro- 
tracted battle with the National Park 


COVID CLOSURES 


Service. Longtime owners Dan and 
Mary Hountalas had been limping 
along on short-term contract exten- 
sions after the NPS refused to renew 
a long-term lease in 2018, and now 
the building will sit vacant at taxpay- 
er expense. Nearby, the 46-year-old 
Seal Rock Inn wound down and the 
family who owns 83-year-old Louis’s 
waved adieu to the vinyl booths 
within and the Sutro Baths below, 
plainly explaining that waiting out 
the pandemic was unfeasible. Al- 
though it had been on hiatus for a 
year, Alfred’s Steakhouse closed for 
good after nine decades in business. 
One of the biggest blows had to 
be It’s Tops Coffee Shop, the quirky 
1950s diner on Market Street with 
“awesome hot cakes” that looked as 
though the Central Freeway was spe- 
cifically constructed to spare it. (This 
sign geek will remember the side- 
ways -M” functioning as an “E” in 
“AWESOME?” until my last breath.) 
While the French Laundry sol- 
diers on thanks to multimillion PPP 
loans, many high-end restaurants 
called it quits, including the pioneer- 
ing Indian restaurant August 1 Five, 
the S.F. branch of international dim 
sum chain Hakkasan, Jenn Pelka’s 
wonderful champagne bar Riddler, 
and the almost comically gaudy 
Union Square seafood spot Farallon. 
Union Square has also been a focal 
point for retail’s woes, and holiday 
shoppers won't be going to the Ro- 
tunda at Neiman Marcus this year or 
walking up Sutter to The Saratoga. 
Upscale lounge Wish Bar is gone, 
but the loss of neighborhood dives 
is arguably harder felt, among them 
Lower Nob Hill’s The Summer Place 
and the Mission’s Thieves Tavern 
and Blind Cat. (The third in their 
trio, Dirty Thieves, closed last year.) 
And then there’s Lucky 13, which 
had been simultaneously thriving 
while hanging by a thread for the 
better part of a decade. After 26 
years of beer and free popcorn, the 
luck ran out in early December. 
Some of these places were dark 
dens of iniquity, while others were 
home to outstanding juke boxes and 
pool leagues, but few dives are as 
historical as The Stud, founded in 
1966 and lately run by an 18-mem- 
ber collective of LGBTQ nightlife 





pros who made the bittersweet deci- 
sion to close in the spring. They were 
always going to have to vacate for 
another address, but the fact that 
the landlords painted over the Stud’s 
commissioned murals during Pride 
Month was an extra elbow in the 
teeth. Badlands, a generic Castro gay 
bar with a locally controversial own- 
er, closed in July after a 45-year run. 
If you ever left Badlands for a slice at 
Nizario’s, that location is gone, too. 

Not quite a victim of the pandem- 
ic, the storied bar Lefty O’Doul’s 
filed for bankruptcy in the wake of 
owner Nick Bovis’ involvement in 
an ever-widening political scandal. 
House Rules on Polk Street and the 
massive Southern Pacific Brewing in 
the Mission are both gone, and the 
Pac-Man machines at Coin-Op Game 
Room have since been unplugged. 

A number of culturally unique 
gems are now gone. Berkeley’s Cafe 
Ohlone, the only establishment ded- 
icated to the cuisine of the region’s 
indigenous inhabitants, pivoted to 
become a takeout business, while 
the East German restaurant Walzw- 
erk served its last sauerbraten in 
June, and Kavitha Raghavan’s mag- 
nificently brunchy wine bar Indian 
Paradox on Divisadero Street hung 
it up, too. Nick’s on Mission, a vegan 
Filipino spot that was a star of the 
SOMA Pilipinas Cultural District, 
shut down after less than a year. 
Mozzeria, a 16th Street pizzeria that 
was S.F’s first deaf-owned restau- 
rant, also closed. 

The middle tier, already an at-risk 
group once spendy tasting menus 
and fast-casual started to dominate, 
hollowed out further. Franchino 
and Pesce e Riso in North Beach, 
Straw and Dobbs Ferry in Hayes 
Valley, and Serpentine in Dogpatch 
all closed — with Serpentine owner 
Tommy Halvorson crisply observing 
that the restaurant model itself is 
doomed. Likewise, the pisco-heavy 
Destino and the margarita-forward 
Velvet Cantina are now gone. 

Cafes and fast-casual suffered, 
too, with the cinematic Orson’s 
Belly rolling the credits in the Rich- 
mond, Mauerpark closing in the 
Castro, and The Creamery, an of- 
fice-for-the-officeless tech set, closed 
in South Beach. Beloved deli Love ’n’ 





A Tough Year tor SanFranciscoEats 


The city's dining scene was in rough shape even before the pandemic. BYPETER-ASTRID KANE 


AWW —_— 

Haight is gone, as are the pancakes 
at Stacks on Patricia’s Green and the 
barbecue at CatHeads in SoMa. Even 
French bakeries with strong Insta- 
gram followings were not immune, 
as Vive La Tarte closed its doors. 
4505 Burgers & BBQ sadly withdrew 
from Oakland, where the more de- 
pressing closure overall may have 
been Starline Social Club, one of the 
best venues anywhere. 

Hovering over all this dejection, 
of course, was not just the econom- 
ic effect of the virus but the virus 
itself. We may never know how 
many kitchen workers contracted 
COVID in close quarters, or how 
many front-of-house staff picked it 
up from a patron whose mask was 
lowered as they ate. Some places 
closed for unrelated medical reasons: 
Picnic on Third wrapped things up 
in August after chef-owner Natalia 
Bushyager’s health issues made stay- 
ing open impossible. 

Among restaurateurs whose own 
names were as well known as their 
restaurants’, Chris Cosentino shut- 
tered Cockscomb, and Tim and Erin 
Archuleta called it quits with ICHI 
Sushi. Brandon Kirksey shuttered 
Great Gold on 24th Street. Mitchell 
Rosenthal shut down two-thirds of 
his empire (Anchor & Hope and Salt 
House) leaving only Town Hall, while 
restaurateur Thad Vogler closed all of 
his cocktail-heavy spots (Trou Nor- 
mand, Obispo, and Nommo). 

Among neighborhood places with 
strong followings, the Little Chihua- 
hua closed its Valencia Street loca- 
tion, Nopalito waved bye-bye to the 
Inner Sunset, and Popson’s vacated 
its Mid-Market home for a spot at 
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Mission bar Teeth. Upscale Indian 
restaurant DOSA closed its Valencia 
Street location last year, and the Fill- 
more location followed in Septem- 
ber. Rusty’s Southern isn’t serving 
fried chicken in the TL, Pica Pica’s 
Venezuelan arepas are no more, and 
you can't even get a phallic birthday 
gift at Cake Gallery in SoMa. 

There were a few bits of happy 
news, though. Danish beer temple 
Mikkeller Bar is coming back. Vinyl 
Wine Bar left Divisadero for the 
former Stanza Coffee on Haight. 
Tommy’s Joynt, rumored to be 
doomed, is still kicking. Toy Boat 
Dessert Cafe in the Richmond ran 
aground after 38 years, but Jane 
the Bakery announced it would take 
over the space. Noon All Day, the 
Dogpatch’s answer to Mixt, may 
be gone, but Pim Techamuanvivit 
reimagined it as a companion to her 
Michelin-starred Thai restaurant Kin 
Khao. Internal shuffles took place, 
too: The once-constantly-expanding 
Back of the House restaurant group 
closed its Divisadero tapas joint Bar- 
vale with plans to make it a second 
Beretta, the late-night spot that put 
it on the map way back in 2009, the 
nadir of the last crisis. 

Overall, rents are in flux, inves- 
tors are spooked, and dining habits 
have almost certainly changed for 
good. But all over town, there are 
spaces available and oven hoods to 
be snapped up, by indefatigable vet- 
erans and new generations of entre- 
preneurs. [his coming winter may 
be an extinction-level event — but 
the hunger is everywhere. 


Peter-Astrid Kane is a contributing writer 
covering art, culture, food, and music. 
© @wannacyber 
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An aerial view of Scott Pluta’s property on 17th street. 
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A homeowner wants to build mixed-income housing in his street-facing 


backyard. Turns outit's notsoeasy. BYBENJAMIN SCHNEIDER 


NOTHER DAY, ANOTHER 
housing battle in San Fran- 
C1SCO 
Unsurprisingly, the can got 
kicked down the road, providing 
little solace for supporters or op- 
ponents of a small development in 
Corona Heights. But while nothing 
happened at the Nov. 19 Planning 
Commission meeting, much was re- 
vealed about San Francisco's munici- 
pal bloodsport of housing policy. 
The subject of the latest bout? 
A proposal from the owner and 
resident of a two-unit building 
on 17th Street to transform his 
street-facing backyard into a three- 
unit building, and construct an ad- 
ditional unit in the existing build- 
ing, for a total of four new units. 
The homeowner-developer, Scott 
Pluta, has pledged to make the two 
smaller new units into affordable, 
below-market-rate-housing. 
While opposition to a project like 


this is de rigueur in San Francisco — 
and the immediate neighbors have 
good reason not to be thrilled, as the 
new building would block views and 
sunlight — what’s remarkable is that 
the Planning Commission seemed 
shocked by the very idea of it. It’s 
almost as if they had never thought 
about the administrative changes 
that would enable the construction 
of affordable housing in the three 
quarters of the city zoned for one- or 
two-family residences. 

Pluta, and at least one planning 
commissioner, say this project could 
represent a new model for building 
affordable housing in the vast swaths 
of San Francisco that currently have 
none. But the hearing also made 
clear that the model won't be possi- 
ble at any significant scale without 
revisions to the city’s zoning code 
and planning processes. 
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DOING THE HOMEWORK 


Pluta, a former lawyer, and current 
Googler, emphasizes he’s not a 
professional real estate developer. 
He’s just a guy with an overgrown, 
street-facing yard that he feels could 
be put to better use as housing. 

“T had to learn all this on my own,” 
Pluta says of the process. And while 
his legal background helped, he 
spent a lot of time and energy doing 
homework. Through a public records 
request, Pluta pulled information 
on the past 20 years of lot-split 
variances, the kind he would need to 
obtain to get his project through. He 
found that most — about 90 percent 
— were successful. And of the 99 
lot-split variances granted in the past 
two decades, none of these projects 
contributed any below market rate 
housing to the city. 

Pluta also took a deep dive into 
the characteristics of his immediate 
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neighborhood, Corona Heights. He 
discovered that the neighborhood 
has a median home value of $1.8 
million, and is 84 percent white. “I 
was shocked to find out that of the 
23,000 units of affordable housing in 
San Francisco there were zero in my 
neighborhood,” Pluta added. “In fact, 
this is endemic across San Francisco.” 

The city’s below-market-rate, 
affordable housing units are highly 
concentrated near downtown, and 
in East Side neighborhoods like the 
Mission and the Fillmore. Across the 
city, the affordable housing that does 
get built serves a very diverse co- 
hort: Ninety percent of recipients of 
affordable housing in San Francisco 
last year were people of color. 

But in the approximately three 
quarters of the city’s residential area 
zoned for single family homes or du- 
plexes, it is pretty much impossible 
for non-profit developers to build af- 
fordable housing. “The idea of having 
teachers and firefighters and people 
on a fixed income living in this really 
nice part of town is really uplifting 
for me,” Pluta says. 

Maybe it took someone who 
didn’t know what they were doing 
to come up with an idea like this. “In 
retrospect,’ Pluta adds, “if I knew the 
process was going to be this painful, | 
probably wouldn't have done it.” 


ADMINISTRATIVE ROADBLOCKS 


Pluta’s project, which he began in the 
summer of 2019, quickly ran into 
two problems: city regulations and 
neighborhood opposition. 

In addition to requiring a lot-split 
variance, the project would have to 
get conditional use authorization 
for several zoning code violations, 
including rear yard setback, lot size, 
and usable open space. The project 
also falls in the Corona Heights Large 
Residence Special Use District, a new 
layer of regulation added in 2017, 
which triggers an automatic Planning 
Commission review for all projects 
greater than 3,000 square feet in the 
neighborhood. While it was intended 
to combat the proliferation of Mc- 
Mansions, the Special Use District 
also affects multi-family buildings. 

In other words, the project is 
simply not allowed by zoning on 
several fronts, which is why the 
Planning Department recom- 
mended against approval. (When a 
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NIMBYs: ‘Not in Your Backyard! 


variance or conditional use authori- 
zation is requested for a project, the 
Planning Department analyzes the 
request and presents their findings 
to the Planning Commission, who 
then give the final say.) 

“To our amazement, the devel- 
oper did not address the Planning 
Department's requirements. They 
just went straight to the Planning 
Commission,” says Bill Holtzman, a 
retired tech worker, and founder of 
a non-profit dedicated to teaching 
the works of historian Howard Zinn, 
who currently serves as the president 
of the Corbett Heights Neighbors. 

The neighborhood association's 
concern was about the immediate 
neighbors as well as the precedent 
the project would set across the 
neighborhood, and the city. “All 
of a sudden, your world goes from 
unobstructed southern exposure to 
darkness, or let’s say heavy shade,” 
Holtzman says of the neighbor 
whose backyard abuts the project. 

“T used the term Berlin Wall [at the 
hearing], which some people took ex- 
ception to. It’s somewhere between 

a four and a five story building, right 
on the back lot line.” 

In addition to Holtzman, who lives 
a few blocks away, several neighbors 
from adjoining buildings submitted 
public comment at the Nov. 19 hear- 
ing. (Overall, 11 of the public com- 
ments were in opposition to the proj- 
ect, and 16 were in favor.) Neighbors 
who currently enjoy unobstructed 
downtown views and lots of light 
from their side-facing windows were 
among the most vocal opponents. 

“If this project were to be con- 
structed, we would lose all light and 
air on the entire eastern side of our 
house,” a commenter who identified 
himself as a nearly 20-year resident 
of the apartment next door said at 
the hearing. “We would also lose a 
very large amount of natural light in 
our backyard.” 

Another commenter, who identi- 
fied himself as a neighbor from two 
blocks away, said, “Imagine you buy 
a property in San Francisco, and you 
have no idea what’s gonna happen. 
You can’t count on any of the setback 
rules anymore for the building next 
to you. People bought those proper- 
ties with the zoning rules in mind.” 

Project opponents found Pluta’s 
arguments about building affordable 
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housing disingenuous. If he really 
wants to build affordable housing, 
they say, why doesn't he build a small 
backyard cottage, as well as that 
additional unit he proposed in his 
existing building, and rent them out 
at below market rates? 

Pluta’s answer is that the only way 
to make this project work financially 
is to subsidize the affordable units 
with the market rate units. Pluta is 
not a philanthropist, and this prop- 
erty represents his “life savings,” 
he says, so he needs to put forth a 
project that banks would be willing 
to lend to. 


LETTER VS. SPIRIT 


Pluta chose to push forward with 
this project, even though it violates 
several zoning codes, because it sup- 
ports many of San Francisco’s stated 
housing policy goals. When consid- 
ering a conditional use approval, the 
Planning Commission must consider 
the goals of SF’s General Plan, like: 

“Ensure that new permanently 
affordable housing is located in all 
of the city’s neighborhoods, and en- 
courage integrated neighborhoods, 
with a diversity of unit types provid- 
ed at a range of income levels.” 

And: “Plan for the full range of 
housing needs in the City and Coun- 
ty of San Francisco, especially afford- 
able housing.” 

At the hearing, Commissioner 
Rachael Tanner, who was the most 
supportive of the project, said that, 
“it certainly is consistent with our 
General Plan and the goals that we 
have set out as a city and continue to 
talk about wanting. I hope that this 
could be a model for a new program 
that our city could develop.” 

Following Tanner's lead, the Plan- 
ning Commission moved to keep the 
project alive, asking Pluta and city 
planners to go back to the drawing 
board over the next few months to 
come up with a project that violates 
fewer zoning codes. 

The question is, can this be done? 
Can you add mixed-income housing 
at this site — or, for that matter, in 
any of San Francisco's low-density 
neighborhoods — without violating 
zoning codes? That’s the “inherent 
challenge” zoning administrator Jeff 
Teague pointed out at the hearing. 

“To provide a certain amount of 
density, while also meeting a number 
of other requirements, whether it be 
design context, open space, a certain 
amount of rear yard, etc.,’ is going to 
be “pretty challenging” Teague said. 

It only took an elaborate, meticu- 
lously researched website by Pluta, 


countless hours of organizing by 
Holtzman, and 16 pages of analysis 
by the Planning Department to 
demonstrate the letter and spirit of 
the city’s housing laws are in conflict. 

This project also proved that city 
officials hadn't really considered what 
it would take to make these kinds of 
small-scale, mixed-income projects 
possible. A city attorney, planning 
commissioners, and staff appeared 
befuddled by the legal and adminis- 
trative processes that would ensure 
the affordable units in Pluta’s plan, 
or any similar such development, are 
legally bound to remain affordable. 
All this, despite the city’s stated 
goals: “Ensure that new permanently 
affordable housing is located in all of 
the city’s neighborhoods, and encour- 
age integrated neighborhoods.” 

State and city laws could change 
San Francisco's housing picture in 
the near future. Planning director 
Rich Hillis said at the meeting that 
the department is considering put- 
ting forth a proposal that would 
increase the allowed density on cor- 
ner lots, like Pluta’s, throughout the 
city. A new bill from San Francisco's 
state Senator Scott Wiener, SB 10, 
would make it possible for the city 
to implement zoning changes like 
that one much more quickly than 
the current process allows. Another 
state senate bill, SB 9, would legalize 
duplexes throughout California, as 
well as lot splits like the one Pluta 
has proposed. 

None of this would be ground- 
breaking. San Francisco already has 
a program that allows developers to 
increase the density of their projects 
in exchange for including a higher 
percentage of affordable housing, 
although it expressly doesn’t apply to 
areas zoned for one- and two-family 
homes. Portland and Austin have 
programs specifically designed to add 
affordable housing in low-density, 
single family home neighborhoods. 

These kinds of changes are not go- 
ing to make neighborhood advocates 
like Holtzman happy. “Backyards are 
a sacrosanct thing in the city, and 
light and air,’ he says. Short of build- 
ing underground, the new construc- 
tion enabled by these impending 
laws will be taller and bulkier than 
many nearby buildings. They will cast 
shadows on backyards and previous- 
ly sunny windows. For the next door 
neighbors, this will suck. There's 
really no two ways about it. But for 
the new neighbors of more modest 
means, it will have been worth it. 


Benjamin Schneider is Staff News Writer at SF 
Weekly, covering local politics and urbanism. 
© ©@urbanschneider 
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FANTASTICO 


YOUR PARTY & HOLIDAY HEADQUARTER 
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IN SF WE’RE 
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0% OFF 
Entire Store’ 


*(30% off of X-mas Lights & Artificial House Plants) & Excludes ALL helium balloons / *Exclusions Apply 


Venetian Masks 
Ribbon 

Wedding Supplies 
Christmas Decorations 
& Lighting 

Dried Flowers 


Party Supplies 

Candles 
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Accessories 

Glass & Ceramic Vases 
Silk Flowers 


559 6th St. (btwn Brannan & Bryant) ¢ 415-982-0680 
Mon. — Fri. 8am — 5pm e Sat. 8am — 4pm / www.fantastico.com ¢ PARKING AVAILABLE 
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When kids are forced to come home because of COVID-19, their working parents have rights. 
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ringthe pandemic. BY CHRISTOPHER B. DOLAN & MARI BANDOMA CALLADO 
Y CHILD’S DAYCARE had to close for a month due to COVID-19 

Mi exposure. I took time off from work to take care of my four-year- 

old. When I returned to work, my co-workers began treating me 

differently. They know about what happened at my child’s daycare. 

When I walk in a room, I see them whispering to each other, and some- 

times they leave the room altogether, as if to avoid me. One co-worker 

specifically asked me if I had the, “Kung-Flu.” Iam Asian American and 

I was offended by this comment. Another co-worker said that it wasn’t 

fair that I got to take a “month-long vacation.” I verbally complained to 

my manager about the racist remark and being treated differently by 

my co-workers and she assured me that she would take care of it. 

A couple of weeks later, my manager told me that I was being trans- 
ferred to the graveyard shift. My manager knows that I cannot work 
that shift because I have a young child. I told her that this was not fair 
and that I thought I was being retaliated against for taking time off be- 
cause of a COVID-19 closure of my child’s daycare and/or complaining 
about my co-workers’ racist remarks. She denied it and said that it was 
a business need, and that my options are switching to the graveyard 
shift or quitting. I believe she is singling me out. I have been working 
for this company for two years and have always had a great relationship 
with my manager prior to my complaints. I don’t know what to do. 
What are my rights? 


tion, Elena. I’m so sorry that 

this is happening to you in the 
midst of what already is such a dif- 
ficult year. 

The Fair Employment and 
Housing Act (FEHA) prohibits 
discrmination and harassment 
based on race, national origin and 
disability (among others catego- 
ries) in the workplace. The FEHA 
applies to public and private em- 
ployers, labor organizations and 
employment agencies with five or 
more employees. Employees also 
have the right to be protected from 
retaliation for making a complaint 
or opposing a practice prohibited 
by the FEHA. Retaliation includes 
any adverse employment action 
taken in response to an employee's 
complaint, including termina- 
tion, demotion, pay reduction, 
job transfer and negative perfor- 
mance evaluation. In other words, 


T HANK YOU FOR your ques- 





— Elena, Dolores Heights 
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your employer cannot punish 

you or treat you differently if you 
report race-, national origin-, or 
disability-based discrimination 

or harassment in the workplace. 
Employers who violate the FEHA’s 
anti-discrimination, harassment, 
and retaliation provisions may be 
liable for damages including back 
pay, lost benefits, emotional dis- 
tress, punitive damages, attorneys 
fees, and costs. 

Your complaint to your man- 
ager regarding the, “Kung-Flu,” 
comment made by your co-worker 
and being treated differently by 
co-workers due to taking leave of 
absence are considered a protected 
activity under the FEHA as it is 
likely based on your race or nation- 
al origin or as a perceived or asso- 
ciational disability. (COVID-19 can 
be a disability, depending on how 
severe.) Your manager forcing you 
to transfer to the graveyard shift 
would be considered an adverse 
employment action under the 
FEHA. The law requires proving 
a connection between these two 
things. The fact that this happened 
just two weeks after your com- 
plaint is some evidence that it is 
related to the protected activity. 

Another source of protection 
may come from the Family First 
Coronavirus Response Act (FF- 
CRA). The FFCRA, which expanded 
the Family Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA), covers leave and loss of 
income when an employee needs 
to care for children because of 
school or childcare closure and 
other leave related to COVID-19. 
Employers with 500 or fewer em- 
ployees are required to provide 
job-protected leave for employees 
who are unable to work (or tele- 
work) due to a need to care for the 
employee’s child (under the age of 
18) if the child’s elementary or sec- 
ondary school or place of childcare 
has been closed, or the childcare 
provider is unavailable due to the 
COVID-19 emergency. This ap- 
plies to employees who have been 
employed by the employer for at 
least 30 calendar days. This means 
that employers are prohibited 
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from discharging, disciplining, or 
otherwise retaliating against any 
employee who takes leave under 
the FFCRA. Employers who violate 
the FFCRA’s expanded FMLA pro- 
vision may be liable for damages 
including back pay, lost benefits, 
emotional distress, attorneys fees 
and costs, etc. 

Assuming your employment has 
500 or fewer employees, your leave 
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Retaliation 
includes 
any adverse 
employment 
action taken 
in response to 
an employee's 
complaint, 
including job 


transfer. 
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of absence to take care of your 
minor child during the daycare 
closure is protected by the FFCRA 
and retaliating against you with 

a transfer to a graveyard shift is a 
violation. We recommend that you 
contact an employment attorney 
to best protect your rights and to 
ensure that you do not miss any 


filing deadlines. 


Christopher B. Dolan is the owner of the Dolan 
Law Firm, PC. Mari Bandoma Collado is a Senior 
Associate Attorney in our Oakland office. 

© help@dolanlawfirm.com. 
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ONIA DELGADO CLIMBS 
out of bed at 2 a.m., flips on 
the lights, and steps into her 
kitchen to steam hundreds of 
homemade tamales. 

She’s been following that exact 
routine for the past 11 years. Sonia, 
42, runs a small tamale business 
called El Rubens Tamales with her 
family. Five days a week, they com- 
mute an hour from Antioch to San 
Francisco, where they set up a ta- 
male cart at the corner of 26th and 
Bryant or 22nd and Illinois streets. 
If you've ever walked by in the ear- 
ly hours of the morning, chances 
are that you've seen — or smelled 
— the family’s steaming pot of ta- 
males and coolers filled with sweet 
champurrado. 

San Francisco might be locked 
down, but for tamale vendors like 
Sonia, staying in isn’t an option. 

“IT do worry about getting COVID, 
and Iam scared, but we have to 
work,” she says in Spanish. She’s 
doing everything she can to stay 
safe, including stocking her cart 
with hand sanitizer, gloves, and 
disinfectant, and thoroughly wash- 





i t 


ie ee 


ing her work clothes when she gets 
home. But concerns still remain, es- 
pecially since her mother is diabetic 
and 69 years old. 

When the pandemic hit in March, 
their street vending business came 
to an immediate halt. For five 
months, the family relied on her 
husband’s income to stay afloat as 
they waited out the virus. But when 
Sonia and her family returned to 
work in July, not much had changed 
— in one of California's biggest cit- 
ies, the streets and sidewalks were 
almost completely empty. 

In normal times, the family sells 
up to 400 tamales a day along with 
plentiful catering and holiday or- 
ders. Now, Sonia's lucky if she sells 
200 tamales a day. 

She’s tried walking the streets 
with her cart, stopping in front of 
stores to solicit sales, and even call- 
ing up old customers, but business 
has still been scarce. Thanksgiving 
sales dropped from 800-1,000 
tamales to just 220. For the Christ- 
mas rush, the family usually works 
from 6 a.m. to 1 a.m. on the 23rd 
to assemble more than 2,000 tama- 


o’s Tamale Vendors 
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Made with masa, meat, cheese, and vegetables, tamales are a staple of the holidays in Mexican households. 
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not this year. BY SHEILA TRAN 


les; this year, as of mid-December, 
they’ve only received two catering 
orders for a total of 130 tamales. 

Business has slightly improved 
over the past two months, but at 
$2.50 each, it takes a lot of tamales 
to survive in California. 

“Our health is the most import- 
ant, but the rent and bills can’t wait. 
I pay the mortgage of my house, and 
that worries me a lot,” says Sonia, 
who regularly works 9-10 hour days 
to support her family. 

She isn’t the only tamale vendor 
concerned about paying rent. For 
Isai Cuevas, who launched San 
Francisco-based tamale catering 
company Tamalitos with his wife 
Aly Cook in 2017, the loss in rev- 
enue means they are being priced 
out of the city. 

To keep his workers employed full 
time amid a 70 percent drop in sales, 
the chef made the decision to cut 
down on his own living expenses by 
temporarily moving his family to his 
hometown of Oaxaca, Mexico. His 
plan is to run the business remotely 
for two months while his three em- 
ployees take charge of the kitchen. 
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FEATURING... 


PJ's FAT BURGER 


1/2 |b ground chuck patty with american 
& swiss cheese, 2 strips of bacon, grilled 
onions, served on garlic bread with a side 
of bleu cheese dip. Includes salad or fries. 
(Take out only) 


CHICKEN CLUB 


8 Grilled Chicken breast, bacon, lettuce, 
tomato, and mayo served on a Toasted 
Ciabatta Roll with your choice of side salad 
or fries. (Take out only) 


Add a TAD’S BLOODY MARY or @E= QQ 
ORANGE MARGARITA with any meal WJsJ J 


Expires Dec 30th, 2020 


Take Out and Delivery 


5-10 PM Daily « 415 921-7600 


DoorDash « Grubhub « Postmates « Uber Eats 


The Brazen Head 


3166 Buchanan @ Greenwich e Tel: (415) 921-7600 
www.brazenheadsf.com 
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Local home-style, corner gem. 


Plenty of dumplings to choose 
from, frozen options as well!!! 


TAKE-OUT 


1309 9th Avenue, SF CA 94122 


ORDER ONLINE WITH DOORDASH, 
GRUBHUB, & UBEREATS. 


415-702-6108 


NEVER STOP 
EXPLORING 
DUMPLINGS 
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KINGDOM 
of Dumpling 


30 Kinds of Dimsum: dumplings, pancakes, 
potstickers, and much more. 


Open for Take-Out & Delivery 
415-566-6143 


(Doordash, Ubereats, Postmates, and Grubhub) 
1713 Taraval St., San Francisco 


ASIAN AMERICAN 
Food Company 


Frozen dumplings and dimsum available. 
Cook at home, convenient, tasty. 


Open for Take-Out 
415-665-6617 


2048 Taraval St, San Francisco 


Dime) maiitelacmlalielarreieceya contact Toe 


(415) 359-2600 or 


aX 
~ecvertise@ sfmediaco.comaagl 
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“It’s hard right now to tell some- 
body ‘I don’t need you anymore’ or 
‘you re going to have less hours,” he 
says, adding that he considers his 
employees part of his own family. 
“Where is he going to find another 
job? There is no work right now in 
the industry that we are in.” 

While brick-and-mortar restau- 
rants have been able to pivot to 
take-out and delivery, catering 
companies like Tamalitos were left 
in the dust. 

“If you try to search [for ta- 
males] online, you don’t want to 
search for a catering company. 
You're going to go to a restaurant,” 
Cuevas says. He notes that in 
the commissary kitchen space he 
rents, every single one of the 10 
neighboring kitchens has closed 
permanently. 

Tamalitos had been building its 
reputation as a high-quality and 
organic tamale spot at pop-up 
events, food festivals, and farm- 
ers’ markets, but the bulk of its 
business came from catering for 
tech company lunches and parties. 
Cuevas, Cook, and their staff of 
four were catering for high-profile 
clients like Square and Box nearly 
every weekday — 1,500 tamales a 
week in an average month. 


oe tamales is labor-intensive, and it’s common to make many dozen at atime. 


But once the city entered its first 
lockdown, all those gigs were can- 
celled with a single day’s notice. 
“Farmers markets are the only 
reason we stayed alive and I didn’t 
close my business,” says Cuevas. 
Tamalitos is now only operating 
three days a week instead of its 
usual six. 

At this point, he tells me, 
they’ve tried everything: taco and 
tamale meal kits, bento-style box- 
es, third-party delivery apps, and 
applying to every single farmers’ 
market in the area. But it was dif- 
ficult to get traction for new menu 
items as a catering company with- 
out a storefront, third-party deliv- 
ery app commission rates were too 
high to pull a profit, and nearly all 
farmers’ markets were full due to 
new COVID-19 tent spacing guide- 
lines. The only assistance Tamal- 
itos received was a grant from 
the city of San Francisco, which 
covered a single month of rent and 
employee wages. 

As for catering orders, which 
easily topped 10,000 tamales last 
Christmas, they haven’t received a 
single one this holiday season. 

“We lost everything,” Cuevas 
says. ‘It’s not improving, and I 
don’t think that it’s going to get 


AX 


better, at least not this month.” 

It’s a far cry from the hopeful 
narrative on Tamalito’s website, 
which tells visitors that the com- 
pany was born from Cuevas’ dream 
to make the best tamales in the 
Bay Area. 

Still, when asked if he’s ever 
considered doing anything else, he 
is unequivocal: 

“This is what I want to do. I want 
to showcase my culture. I want to 
show all my Oaxacan gastronomy. 
And I still want to keep moving for- 
ward with this project. As a family, 
we re going to keep doing this. We’re 
going to keep moving forward.” 


El Rubens Tamales: For Christmas 
tamales, the deadline to place orders 
is Dec. 22. Call 415-573-9208 for or- 
ders in Spanish, and 415-573-6933 
for orders in English. 


Tamalitos: Find Tamalitos at the VA 
Farmers Market on Wednesdays and 
the Outer Sunset Farmers Market on 
Sundays. To place a catering order, call 
415-866-0315 or email alison@tamal- 
itoscatering.com. Inquire directly 
about Christmas ordering deadlines. 


Sheila Tran is an intern with SF Weekly. 
© stran@sfweekly.com 
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An orange hazy sky over downtown San Francisco on Wednesday, Sept. 9. 


TheLong Dark: A2020 Year inReview 


The worst year ever was not without moments of absurdity, levity, and hope. BYBENJAMIN SCHNEIDER 


T STARTED PROMISINGLY 
enough: A new decade brought 
the possibility of a new pres- 
idential administration and a 
new direction for America. The 
economy was humming, and the 
city and state governments had big 
plans to tackle issues like housing, 
climate change, and labor rights. 
The Warriors were filling up their 
gleaming new Mission Bay arena 
and the Niners were looking like 


they did back when Eddie Debartolo 
was still signing the checks. 

Then... well... You know the rest. 

The novel coronavirus swept into 
the country, derailed the economy, 
and worse. To date, COVID-19 has 
killed more than 300,000 Ameri- 
cans. More than 1.5 million people 
have died of the virus worldwide. 

But as much as the pandemic 
dominated headlines this year, there 


were many more noteworthy stories. 


Some of them were flat out grim, 
such as the horrific wildfires that 
ravaged Australia, and then, half a 
year later, California and the rest of 
the American West. Other stories 
were equally horrific, but came with 
a silver lining. The public lynching 
of Ahmaud Arbery and the numer- 
ous instances of police violence cap- 
tured on video made painfully clear 
to more people than ever that racial 
injustice is alive and well in Ameri- 


ca, inspiring people, companies, or- 
ganizations and city governments 
to actually do something about it. 
While stories about COVID-19 
and combating racism circulated 
at a national level, the same topics 
played out in San Francisco and 
the greater Bay Area. As the year 
came to a close, locals cast ballots 
— both for the president and for 
city officials and state proposi- 
tions. We grappled with the unique 


nature of income inequality in 
Silicon Valley. And we cringed as 
our high-profile (and high-income) 
local leaders stumbled from gaffe 
to gaffe. Through it all, we still 
found ways to enjoy our beautiful 
city, and commune with the people 
who make it so special. 

What follows is a synopsis — by no 
means complete — of the news that 
mattered to San Francisco in 2020. 
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raging across the country — and 
an astonishing level of inaction 
from the federal government. 

San Francisco will spend the final 
days of 2020 back in lockdown, 
attempting once again to bend 

a new cases curve that is at its 
highest point yet. 


PAIN, PAIN GO AWAY 


All of that sheltering in 
place has taken its toll 
on the local economy. 
San Francisco's unem- 
ployment rate jumped 
to a staggering 12.7 
percent at the begin- 
ning of the pandemic, 
and remains at 6.9 
percent, well over twice 
its pre-pandemic 


A COVID-19 SUCCESS STORY? 


On March 16, San Francis- 
co and the rest of the 
Bay Area became the 
first major city in the 
country to initiate a 
shelter-in-place poli- 
cy. This likely helped 
the region avoid 

the horrifying 
situation in New 
York City, where 
COVID-19 spread 
like wildfire and 
killed thousands 

of people ina 

matter of days. As 

a result, Mayor Lon- 
don Breed received 
significant praise 
from the national 























media for the role 3 rate. Countless 
her decisive actions mn small businesses 
played in flattening © have closed. Bars, 
the curve. music venues, 


restaurants, and 
gyms are among 
the businesses that 
have suffered the 
most, although no 
sector was immune. 
Chinese-American 

owned businesses 


Since then, San 
Francisco has man- 
aged to keep the virus 
relatively under con- 
trol, with infection and 
mortality rates far be- 
low other major cities. 
However, there have 
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been major disparities — have had a 
across income, race, particularly 
and neighborhood, May or London Breed rough year, 


as sinophobia 
stemming from 
President 


with low-income and 
Latino areas seeing 
a disproportionate 
number of cases, and Asians see- 
ing a disproportionate number of 
deaths. 

But even the best laid 
plans couldn't 
stop a virus 


on Feb. 28, 2020. 
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People congregate alon 
Trump’s rhetoric on the corona- P BTES & 


; The Embarcadero 
virus led to cancelled restaurant ee 
reservations and tourists avoiding orange fae on 
Chinatown. Wednesday 

In response, the city has ini- Sept. 9. | 






tiated several grant programs 
to help small businesses and 
organizations, and has 
forgiven other types of 
business fees. But those 
efforts have been a drop 
in the bucket when 
these businesses are 
bringing in little to no 
revenue. 


TECH EXODUS 
OR BOOM? 


Once-bustling down- 
town has become a 
ghost town as white collar 
workers continue to work 
from home. Many of them, 
it appears, have simply left the 
city entirely. This “tech exodus” 
has been good for rents, which are 
down more than 20 percent year 
over year. But that doesn’t help 
the many, largely low-wage service 
workers, who have lost their jobs, 
and are at high risk of eviction in 
the coming months, despite pro- 
gressive lawmakers’ best efforts. 
Through it all, San Francisco 
and Silicon Valley’s tech industries 
kept on humming. Doordash and 
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the most severe in Califor- 
nia’s recorded history. Sheltering 
in place got a lot easier when 
stepping outside meant a scratchy 
throat and itchy eyes. 
The ordeal revealed that climate 
change is already taking its 


have proved tre- 

mendously popular. The city has 
also moved faster to add new bike 
and transit-only lanes. 


FIRE SEASON 




















ir ahead waeeine 10s, erties Highlighting the need toll, pushing Governor Gavin 
; ; for more environmen- Newsom to take aggressive 
like Patreon and Discord raised 
a tally friendly ways of actions, like banning the sale 
tens of millions of dollars in ven- 


getting around was... 
the sky. On Sept 9, 
the sun never rose. 
Instead, the city 

was blanketed by a 
dull orange glow. It 


of gas-powered cars by 2035. 
But the fires were also a 
result of a century of poor 
forest management, and 
the suppression of “cultur- 
al burns” that California’s 


ture capital. Tech giants like Apple, 
Google, Netflix, and Facebook 
helped bring the stock market to 
new heights, even as food banks 
around the country buckled under 


nize cman: was the most dra- Indigenous people had 
matic moment ina practiced for millennia. 
SHARING THE STREETS hellish fire season, = ina 
One upside of all this COVID-re- ao EEE 
lated devastation is the way the ii BSc shase 
city has begun to rethink how : EE Eee | The Salesforce tower. 


streets are used. The Shared Spaces 
program has enabled thousands = =! 
of stores, restaurants, and other i =S55=—- 
businesses and organizations to a 
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even entire streets, like Hayes and 
Valencia. Shared Streets, with = Ct 
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ALL POLITICS IS 
HOMELESSNESS 


Mayor Breed may have won na- 
tional renown for her COVID-19 
response, but many of her political 
foes would say that she has taken 
her emergency powers too far. 
Breed’s choice to ignore the Board 
of Supervisors’ directive for the 
city to lease more than 8,000 hotel 
rooms for the homeless became a 
potent symbol of her willingness 
to go it on her own. Those debates 
persist, as the mayor and some 
progressive supervisors clash over 
when and how to wind down the 
shelter in place hotel program. 
Homelessness continued to be 
a defining political and humani- 
tarian issue in the city. COVID-19 
made plain just how many people 
in San Francisco have nowhere 
to go. The pandemic also turbo- 
charged the city’s escalating drug 
overdose crisis, as people sheltered 
in place without their usual friends 
and companions. As of the end of 
November, 621 people died of an 


overdose this year, 
Uy 
} 


up from 441 last 
| Vice 


year. 
president- 

elect Kamala 

Harris. 






















VOTERS SPOKE 


In case you hadn't noticed, 2020 
was a big election year. The race at 
the top of the ticket offered good 
news for Democrats and all those 
who dislike President Trump. San 
Franciscans took to the streets 
of the Castro in a classic style 
street party the day it became 
clear Joe Biden had won the 
electoral college. Victory 
was particularly sweet for 
supporters and friends of 
Vice President-elect Ka- 
mala Harris, who 
began her meteoric 
political career as 
San Francisco Dis- 
trict Attorney back 
in 2003. Harris, of 
course, also made 
history as the 
first woman and 
the first Asian 
American and 
Black Amer- 
ican to serve 
as VP. 
At the city 
level, however, 
the political sta- 
tus quo largely 
remained intact. 
Every incumbent in 
a major race won re- 
election, including state 
Senator Scott Wiener, who 
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People celebrate in the Castro District after President-elect Joe Biden's victory. 


faced a surprisingly strong chal- 


lenger in the young socialist Jackie 
Fielder. San Franciscans also passed 


several contentious tax measures 
that helped to stabilize the city’s 
budget at this difficult economic 
moment. (Although huge funding 
gaps loom in the future, especially 
for Muni, BART and other transit 


agencies in the Bay Area, even after 
the recent stimulus bill.) 

Things got a bit more interesting at 
the state level. San Franciscans’ pref- 
erences on several key issues were 
overruled by voters from elsewhere 
in the state. Measures to expand 
rent control, end cash bail, reinstate 
affirmative action, tax large property 
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owners and make gig economy driv- 
ers into full time employees, were 
overwhelmingly supported in the 
city, but failed statewide. The people 
of California voted a lot like the state 
legislature itself, which adjourned in 
August without accomplishing much 
on key issues like housing and crimi- 
nal justice reform. 
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LEADERS MISBEHAVED 


Over the course of the year, bureau- 
crat after bureaucrat has 
stepped down or been 
indicted, or both, 
as part of a 
wide- ranging 
FBI inves- 
tigation 
targeting 
corruption 
at San 
Francisco 
City Hall. 
Some of the 
most prominent 
figures whose 
misdeeds have been 
exposed include Mohammed 
Nuru, longtime head of the 
Department of Public 
Works, Public Utilities & 
Commission head Har- s 
lan Kelly and, by ex- < 
8 
i) 


g 
= 
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tension, his wife, City | 
Administrator Naomi 
Kelly, the highest rank- 
ing unelected official in 
the city. eS) 

So far, no electeds have 
been ensnared, although may- 
ors past and present, including Breed, 
Willie Brown, and the late Ed Lee, 
have numerous connections to the 
officials under investigation. 


AND MISBEHAVED... 


The big names have simply found 
themselves in more classy scandals. 
In August, House Majority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi went to a hair salon in 
Cow Hollow unmasked, in violation 
of COVID-19 guidelines, leading Fox 
News and other right wing outlets to 
opine on the homeless “defecating” 
throughout the city. San Francis- 
co's other octogenarian matriarch, 
Senator Dianne Feinstein, gaffed in 
October, when she hugged Trump 
attack dog Senator Lindsey Graham 
and praised him for his handling of 
the Amy Coney Barrett hearings. This 
was before the New Yorker report re- 
vealing that the 87-year old Senator, 
whose term ends in 2025, is widely 
thought to be in mental decline. 
Then in November a Los Angeles 
Fox affiliate obtained photos of Gov- 
ernor Gavin Newsom dining with 
about a dozen people at the French 
Laundry restaurant in Napa Valley, 
violating his own coronavirus rec- 
ommendations. The story became a 
national media sensation, encapsu- 
lating all there is to hate — and love 
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— about the Gavinator. The incident, 
along with California's strict corona- 


virus regulations, also helped inspire 


Republicans’ longshot bid to recall 
Newsom in a special election. 
As this story was blowing 
up, imagine how Mayor 
Breed felt, knowing 
that she had dined at 
the French Laundry 
just one night after 
the governor. The 
Chronicle came up 
with the scoop about a 
month after the fact. To 
their credit, both Gavin 
and London offered sincere 
apologies, acknowledging 
how difficult it is to 
stay disciplined as 
the pandemic 
drags on. Our 
homegrown 
leaders might 
be hypo- 
crites, but 
at least they 
know how 
to enjoy being 
the highest-paid 
mayor and gov- 
ernor in the country, 
respectively. Not that the French 
Laundry needed their support. The 
restaurant was the beneficiary of 
$2.4 million in CARES Act money. 


RECKONING WITH RACISM 


While leaders dined in semi-outdoor 
yurts, the most vivid, passionate 
in-person events that many locals 
took part in this year were the Black 
Lives Matter protests against racism 
and police brutality following the 
killing of George Floyd by the Min- 
neapolis Police. Massive peaceful 
demonstrations brought thousands 
of people to the Mission District, Civ- 
ic Center, and even the Golden Gate 
Bridge in a show of collective mourn- 
ing and solidarity. In June, San Fran- 
cisco’s own Sean Monterossa was 
shot and killed by the Vallejo Police, 
prompting new waves of demonstra- 
tions and mourning. 

Among these protests, there were 
also isolated incidents of looting and 
civil unrest around Union Square and 
in Downtown Oakland. Boarded up 
windows became a common sight, es- 
pecially in the lead-up to election day. 

While activists continue to push 
for further defunding of the police, 
this year the city did decrease the po- 
lice budget and began a pilot program 
to replace police officers with health- 
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Tiana Day leads a Black Lives Matter march across the Golden Gate Bridge. 


care professionals for certain types of 
911 calls. In October, Supervisor Sha- 
mann Walton called for a task force 
to study the possibility of reparations 
for African Americans. 

Additionally, as part of the growing 
consciousness around racism and 
injustice, many local businesses and 
organizations looked inward at their 
own makeup and practices, and asked 
themselves if their actions reflect 
their values. Still other businesses 
and organizations were called out, 
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Organizer Simon Jacques speaks at a rally for George Floyd and those killed by the police on June 3, 2020. 
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in the press and on social media, for 
unjust or racist practices, including 
Boba Guys and SFMOMA, to name 
just two examples. 


STILL A SPORTS TOWN 


As part of this reckoning with racism, 
this year the NFL welcomed the kind 
of protests that former Niners QB 
Colin Kaepernick pioneered, and 
which ultimately forced him out of 
the league. It’s bittersweet redemp- 
tion for Kaepernick, an all-time Niner 
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great on and off the field, and an 
embarrassing display of hypocrisy for 
the NFL. 

It’s hard to believe that the Nin- 
ers were in the Superbowl this very 
year. And they came damn close to 
winning it, too, if not for Chiefs’ QB 
Patrick Mahomes’ transcendent per- 
formance in the fourth quarter. The 
red and gold returned this fall with 
high expectations, but injuries for 
what seemed like every star player — 
Jimmy G, Nick Bosa, Fred Warner, 
George Kittle, etc — turned this into 
a lost season. 

The Giants, too, had a “rebuilding 
year, although they actually per- 
formed better than expected. New 
manager Gabe Kapler (we'll miss you, 
Boch!) showed some promise — and 
some pecs — as did up-and-comers 
like outfielder Mike Yastrzemski. 

By the time 2020 rolled around, 
the Warriors were already in the 
doghouse, following Stephen Curry’s 
season-ending injury. But at least 
they got to play in their shiny new 
Mission Bay arena. As they return 
to the court this week, the Dubs will 
be without a Splash Brother, Klay 
Thompson having suffered his own 
season-ending injury before the 
season even started. We'll see if the 
Warriors can reignite their old dy- 
nasty, even without Klay. 


Benjamin Schneider is a Staff News Writer at 


SF Weekly, covering local politics and urbanism. 
@urbenschneider 
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AnEssential Year for Cannabis 





One of the nation’s most popular cannabis strains, Runtz, has Bay Area roots. 


OES IT REQUIRE superpow- 
ers to remember what hap- 
pened in January? 

As 2020 draws to a close, 
trying to think back to the world 
as it stood at the top of the year is 
a uniquely challenging prospect. 
Over the course of 2020, time has 
inexplicably felt both frozen and 
rushed, be it measured in head- 
lines, death tolls, or endless days 
spent inside and away from the 
world. 

Regardless of how the seconds 
added together for each of us, their 
cumulative total is one that tells 
the tale of a pandemic. When look- 
ing back at the year experienced by 
the Bay Area’s cannabis industry, 
COVID-19 is also the headline. 

But that doesn’t mean it’s the full 
story. 

In addition to the highs and 





lows of legal cannabis operators 
being deemed “essential” busi- 
nesses while still remaining illegal 
at the federal level, there were 
also devastating wildfires across 
California, the establishment of 
cannabis appellations in Califor- 
nia, and the departure of longtime 
state cannabis czar Lori Ajax. 

To help consolidate this excep- 
tionally chaotic timeline, here’s 
a brief look at a few of the most 
notable things to happen in local 
cannabis news this year. 


CANNABIS IS “ESSENTIAL 


Imagine if there wasn’t any weed. 
For a moment there, when the 
idea of a “shelter-in-place” order 
was first being discussed, there 
was no initial exception made to 
ensure the legal cannabis industry 


would be permitted to operate. 
That changed quickly, with San 
Francisco and then California 
both declaring such businesses as 
“essential” under the new rules. 
These extraordinary circumstances 
also required some flexibility on 
the part of the rule makers, who 
allowed for concepts like curbside 
pick-up to be implemented despite 
the fact that such a transaction 
does not technically take place in- 
side a dispensary. 

Consumers have responded to 
having access to cannabis by buy- 
ing quite a lot of it. In December, 
Nicole Elliot — Gov. Gavin New- 
som’s senior adviser on cannabis 
business - told attendees of a 
virtual conference that California’s 
legal cannabis industry was on 
track to “generate [close] to $1 
billion” in 2020. After California 


first introduced the recreational 
market at the start of 2018, it took 
roughly two years for the state to 
collect its first $1 billion in taxes. 
For the industry to see that time 
cut in half, during a pandemic, is 

a statement of deafening clarity 
when it comes to questions of 
whether Californians feel cannabis 
is essential too. 


HISTORIC WILDFIRES 


When the sky turns a nightmar- 
ish orange for a full day, that’s 

bad. This year, the devastation of 
what's tragically become an an- 
nual occurrence for residents of 
California reached a new level of 
awful as wildfires burned nearly 4 
million acres across the state. As of 
October, the state’s 2020 fire sea- 
son had already claimed 30 lives, 
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forced almost 100,000 to evacuate 
from their homes, and visited hav- 
oc on a number of industries and 
livelihoods. Among them: Califor- 
nia’s outdoor cannabis growers. 

One grower, identified only as 
Sean, spoke with Leafly about how 
his Alameda County farm was 
destroyed as part of August’s SCU 
Lightning Complex Fire. Another 
August blaze, the Walbridge Fire, 
left Sweet Creek Farms in Sonoma 
County with building damage and 
substantial crop losses. Underscor- 
ing the severity of the situation 
are the insurance problems facing 
many growers. And none of that 
even factors in how these wildfires 
change the ways in which cannabis 
grows, though the subject is one 
primed to expand in popularity as 
skylines that appear designed by 
Vincent Price continue to become 
a more common sight. 


CANNABIS APPELLATIONS 


Thanks to 2020, there’s one less 
thing to whine about when it 
comes to giving cannabis cultiva- 
tors some respect. That’s because, 
with the signature of Gov. New- 
som, California is now set to be the 
first state in the U.S. to recognize 
cannabis appellations of origin. 
This is a big win for craft culti- 
vators who like to see cultivars 
and terroir in cannabis labeled 
and vetted just as grapes (and the 
wine produced from them) are as- 
sociated with the region in which 
they are grown. Now you'll know 
that Humboldt-grown was indeed 
grown in Humboldt. 

It was the end of an era when 
California’s first cannabis czar, 
Lori Ajax, announced her depar- 
ture after nearly five years in the 
role. For now, her sizable shoes 
will be filled by Tamara Colson, 
the Bureau of Cannabis Control's 
(BCC) current assistant chief coun- 
sel, under the title of acting bureau 
chief. As for Ajax, her retirement 
didn’t last long. Following her 
departure from the BCC on Dec. 

2, the California Craft Brewers As- 
sociation quickly named Ajax as its 
new executive director on Dec. 4. 


Zack Ruskin covers cannabis for SF Weekly. 
© @zackruskin 
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HOLDERS OF GIFT 
CERTIFICATES ISSUED BY 
INTERNATIONAL ORANGE 

SPA, INC. 
International Orange Spa, 
Inc. (“International Orange”) 
has presented a Chapter 11 
Plan of Reorganization for 
voting and confirmation by 
the Bankruptcy Court. Only 
holders of gift certificates 
issued by International Orange 
will vote on the Plan, so each 
holder’s vote is important. 
Under the Plan, _— Gift 
Certificates will be honored 
at full face value, subject to 
three modifications. First, 
when purchased, Gift 
Certificates could be used in 
either the San Francisco or 
the Marin location; since the 
San Francisco location has 
been closed, Gift Certificates 


will be honored only at the 
Marin location. Second, when 
purchased, Gift Certificates 
could be applied to either 
goods or services; under 
the Plan, outstanding Gift 
Certificates can be applied 
only against services, 
exclusive of gratuities. Finally, 
pre-petition Gift Certificates 
expire on the third anniversary 
of the bankruptcy filing; that is, 
October 10, 2023, 

The deadline for submitting 
ballots is December 28, 
2020. The deadline for filing 
Objections to the Plan is 
December 28, 2020. Ballots, 
copies of the Plan, and all 
associated papers can be 
obtained upon request to 
michael @stjames-law.com 
or from the Court's website 
through PACER, ecf.canb. 
uscourts.gov. 

The hearing on confirmation 
of the Plan of Reorganization 
will be held on January 7, 
2021 at 10:00 a.m. before 
the Honorable Hannah L. 
Blumenstiel, United States 
Bankruptcy Judge. The 


foregoing hearing will not be 
conducted in the presiding 
judge’s courtroom but instead 
will be conducted by telephone 
or video. All interested parties 
should consult the Bankruptcy 
Court’s website at www.canb. 
uscourts.gov for information 
about court operations during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Bankruptcy Court’s website 
provides information regarding 
how to arrange a telephonic 
or video appearance. If you 
have any questions regarding 
how to appear at a court 
hearing, you may contact the 
Bankruptcy Court by calling 
888-821-7606 or by using 
the Live Chat feature on the 
Bankruptcy Court’s website. 
12/3, 12/10, 12/17, 12/24/20 
CNS-3412271# 
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF 
ELIZABETH S. BURNHAM 
CASE NO. PES-20-304039 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent 
creditors, and persons 
who may _ otherwise 
be interested in the 
will or estate, or both, 
of: ELIZABETH Ss. 
BURNHAM 

A Petition for Probate has 
been filed by MICHAEL 
HUNTER SPENCER 
in the Superior Court of 
California, County of San 
Francisco. 

The Petition for Probate 
requests that MICHAEL 
HUNTER SPENCER be 


appointed as_ personal 
representative to 
administer the estate of 
the decedent. 

The Petition requests 
the decedent’s — will 
and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The 
will and any codicils are 
available for examination 
in the file kept by the 
court. 


The Petition requests 
authority to administer 
the estate under 
the Independent 
Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority 


will allow the personal 
representative to take 
many actions without 
obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain 
very important actions, 
however, the personal 
representative will be 
required to give notice 


to interested persons 
unless they have waived 
notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) 
The independent 
administration authority 
will be granted unless an 
interested person files an 
objection to the petition 
and shows good cause 
why the court should not 
grant the authority. 

A hearing on the petition 
will be held in this court 
on JANUARY 13, 2021 
at 9:00 A.M. in Probate 
Dept. Room 204 located 
at 400 McAllister Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94102. 
If you object to the 
granting of the petition, 
you should appear at the 
hearing and state your 
objections or file written 
objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your 
appearance may be in 


person or by your attorney. 
If you are a creditor or a 
contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court 
and mail a copy to the 
personal representative 
appointed by the court 
within the later of either 
(1) four months from the 
date of first issuance 
of letters to a general 
personal representative, 
as defined in section 
58(b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date 
of mailing or personal 
delivery to you of a notice 
under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes 
and legal authority 
may affect your rights 
as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in 





California law. 

You may examine the file 
kept by the court. If you 
are a person interested 
in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request 
for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an 
inventory and appraisal of 
estate assets or of any 
petition or account as 
provided in Probate Code 
section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is 
available from the court 
clerk. 

Attorney for Petitioner: 
EDWARD G. POOLE, 
ANDERSON & POOLE, 
P.C., 601 CALIFORNIA 
STREET, SUITE 1300, 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
94108, Telephone: 415- 
956-6413 

12/17, 12/24, 12/31/20 
CNS-3424905# 
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Abnormal Security Corp. in 
San Francisco, CA seeks 
multiple positions: Sys. Eng. 
(#SYSENG20); Mach. Lng. 
Eng, (#MCHLNENG20); 
S/W Eng. (#SOFENG20). 
Mail resume Attn: Luke 
Reiser, 185 Clara St. Ste. 
100, San _ Francisco, CA 
94107, quoting job # 





DevOps Engineer: —Bright- 
TALK, Inc. Perform DevOps 
engineering to maintain & 
administer software _ sys- 
tems. May work from SF of- 
fice or from home. Resume 
to: J. Swisher, BrightTALK, 
100 Montgomery St. #1900, 
San Francisco CA 94104 





Endpoint Clinical, Inc. seeks 
App. Dev. (#AD019). Quali- 
fied applicants must mail re- 
sume Attn: HR to 55 San 
Francisco St. #200, SF, CA 
94133. Employee may be 
stationed anywhere in conti- 
nental U.S. but will report di- 
rectly to Endpoint Clinical’s 
HQ in SF, CA. 





Sr. Research Associate: 
Second Genome, Inc. Per- 
form biomedical research for 
immuno-oncology therapeu- 
tic drug discovery. May work 
from Brisbane office or from 
home. Resume to: C. Wang, 
Second Genome, 1000 Ma- 
rina Blvd. #500, Brisbane, 
CA 94005 


Quality Data Scientist: Tonal 
Systems, Inc. Perform data 
design & analysis for loT 
product. May work from SF 
office or home. Resume to: 
Jonathan Akhavan, Tonal, 
325 Vermont St, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94103 





iOS Engineer: Epic! Crea- 
tions, Inc. Perform software 
engineering for iOS. May 
work from Redwood City or 
from home. Resume: S. 
Johnson, Epic, 702 Marshall 
St. #280, Redwood City, CA 
94063 


Advertise in 


SF WEEKLY Call: 415-359-2600 
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MARK LIU 
CONSTRUCTION CO 


General Building Contractor 
Kitchen ¢ Bath * Additions 
Decks ¢ Stairs * Siding 
Plastering * Painting 
Plumbing ¢ Electrical & More 
18 Years Experience 
Reliable 
Affordable 
English & Chinese 


Free Estimates 


419,130-1010 


Lic #801780 Insured/Bonded 


Remodel & Repair 
Kitchen, Bath, Painting 
Stucco, Siding, 
Windows 


Seismic, Foundation 
Lic #582766 
Bonded, Insured 
Call Mike 415-279-1266 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT CONSTRUCTION PANG] MIN {e} PAINTING 


CHEAP HAUL Clean Up, 
garage, yard, dem, lite mvg 
Lic # 29572 650-583-6700 


HAULING 24/7 Remove 
carpet, appliances, sofas, 
concrete. Large Truck. 
BILL 415-441-1054 


® Pak’s 


ROOFING INC. 
COMMERICAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL 
ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
SHEET METAL WORK 
SKYLIGHTS 
Best Price ¢ Best Work 
Best Service 
Sr. Disc ° Free Est® Lic#937035 


650-589-2775 
650-343-6671 


HERNANDEZ ROOFING 
New & Re-roof, repairs. 
Free Estimate 
Lic # 860945 
CALL 415-640-7536 


AUP AA 


Specialist in Home Re- 
pairs (Plumbing, Elec, 
Roof, Dry Wall, Firs, 





Tile, etc.) No Lic. 
Manny 415-850-9326 











80,8, PAINTING 


¢ Wallpaper Installation 
and Removal 
¢ Int./Ext. Painting 
¢ Free Estimate 
¢ Senior Discount 


415.269.0446 
650-738-9295 


www.sospainting.com 


Lic.#526818 


MASSAGE THERAPY 


| 





VY SWEET & 
PETITE 
Call Debbie at 
415-571-9873 


INTRODUCTION 
SERVICES 


* FREE Partyline 24/7** 
“Free 10n1 8-9PM daily* 
415-691-3100, 925-953- 
1001 or WebPHONE on 
LiveMatch.com 








Advertise in 


SF WEEKLY 


HESS ieeks 


399-2600 





